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one so much beneath her in rank, and only a simple citizen.
It was true that under Lorenzo the Magnificent the family
had attained a great position, but with his death and the
exile of the elder branch of the Medici all their importance
had passed away. The future Pope Leo X was at that time
merely a wandering member of a banished family, and all the
subsequent developments of that family were undreamt of.
However, eventually Giovanni's various attractions prevailed,
and in 1497, to the disgust of both Milan and Venice,
Catherine Sforza, Countess of Forli and Imola, married Gio-
vanni de' Medici, called in Florence Giovanni "Popolano."
He was then thirty, and she thirty-five. It was by far the
most exalted marriage which any member of the Medici
family had up to that time made.1

Giovanni had much fondness for art, and being both
accomplished and wealthy was able to gratify his artistic
tastes to the utmost. The sack of the Medici Palace in 1494
had filled Florence with art treasures 2 which those who had
plundered them were anxious to sell, and Giovanni was able
by this means to adorn his villa of Castello with many of
the treasures of art which had belonged to the elder branch.
Among other artists he patronised in particular Botticelli
and Filippino Lippi. We have seen how in 1496 the latter
painted for him one of his finest pictures, his Adoration of
the Magi, now in the Uffizi Gallery. And the anonymous writer
who is quoted by the "Anonimo Gaddiano" tells us that
Botticelli painted for Giovanni in his villa of Castello various
beautiful pictures. We do not know what these were, but the
language used by the writer in question seems to imply that
they were frescoes.

Giovanni only survived his marriage a little more than a
year. In 1498 he accompanied his stepson, Ottaviano Riario,
to Pisa as his guardian and guide in commanding a body of
troops; he got ill at Pisa, and, becoming no better, proceeded
to the baths of San Pietro in Bagno; there he grew worse,
and died on the i4th September 1498, at the age of thirty-